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Abstract. A complete second-order asymptotic theory for fully developed turbulent flow in smooth pipes at high
turbulent Reynolds numbers is presented. The theory is based on Prandtl’s mixing-length hypothesis involving
a fourth-order polynomial representation for the mixing length and taking into account its dependence on the
Reynolds number. Two main contributions with respect to the existing literature have been achieved:

(a) the friction law is obtained by asymptotic evaluation of an integral, completely independently of the velocity
field, and

(b) an axis layer (in addition to the wall layer and the outer layer) has to be included in the analysis in order to
remove a nonuniformity appearing in the second-order solution for the velocity field.

Closed-form analytic expressions for all constants and wake functions appearing up to the second-order
solution in both the friction law and the velocity field are obtained. The results are in a very good agreement with
experiments.
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1. Introduction

Wall-bounded turbulent flows, like turbulent flows in pipes, channels and boundary layers, are
of great theoretical and practical importance. From a phenomenological point of view their
importance is equally great, because they are relatively easily accessible by experiments and
usually serve as test models for various theories of turbulent flows, like eddy viscosity and
other closure models, and for direct numerical simulation techniques. One of the first theories
of this kind, Prandtl’s mixing-length theory, considerably contributed to the understanding of
turbulent wall-bounded flows in the past by establishing what is now referred to as the ‘law
of the wall’ and the ‘velocity defect law’.

Any modern mathematical theory concerned with turbulent wall-bounded flows is asymp-
totic in that it uses the inverse turbulent Reynolds number as a small parameter, and it relies
upon the method of asymptotic matching of solutions in various characteristic portions of
the flow. Several papers have been published on that theme. Some of them are based on
concrete, or general eddy-viscosity models, like Bush and Fendell [1], [2] and some are based
on incomplete turbulence equations, like Afzal and Yajnik [3], Afzal [4] and Panton [5]. This
paper presents a complete second-order asymptotic theory for fully developed turbulent flow
in smooth pipes. We base the theory on Prandtl’s mixing-length hypothesis by using a fourth-
order polynomial representation for the mixing length, with the coefficients depending on
the turbulent Reynolds number. Two main contributions with respect to the existing literature
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we obtain are that:

(a) the friction law is obtained by asymptotic evaluation of an integral, completely indepen-
dently of the velocity field, and

(b) since the second-order solution for the velocity does not satisfy the symmetry condition
at the axis of the pipe, another layer (in addition to the classical ones – inner and outer
layer), the axis layer, has to be included in the analysis in order to remove the jump of
the first derivative of the velocity at the centerline.

In this way we obtain closed-form analytic expressions for all constants and wake functions
appearing up to the second-order solution in both the friction law and the velocity field,
and evaluate them numerically. Comparison with numerous experiments shows excellent
agreement for high Reynolds numbers. Agreement is also very good for the lowest possible
Reynolds numbers for which a fully developed turbulent pipe flow is still sustainable.

2. Problem statement

Fully developed turbulent flow of an incompressible fluid in pipes based on Prandtl’s mixing-
length eddy-viscosity model is described by the following first-order nonlinear differential
equation:

l2(y)f 02(y) +
1
R�

f 0(y) = 1� y; (1)

in which y is the distance from the wall of the pipe,l(y) is the mixing length,R� = u�R=�

is the turbulent Reynolds number(u�-friction velocity, R-radius of the pipe,�-kinematic
viscosity), andf(y) = u=u� (u-fluid velocity). All lengths in (1) are normalized byR, and the
velocity is normalized byu� =

p
�w=�(�w-wall shear stress,�-fluid density). Equation (1) is

to be solved subject to the no-slip boundary condition on the wall:f(0) = 0, and the symmetry
condition on the axis of the pipe:f 0(1) = 0. We will have in mind the problem in which the
pressure drop, and consequently the wall shear stress is given, while the velocity profile and
the volume flow rate are required. In the analysis to follow we will be using, in contrast to [5],
u� as a unique velocity scale for all aforementioned three layers, because we will be able to
show that it fully satisfies all requirements imposed by the method of asymptotic matching.
In addition, the use ofu� as a unique velocity scale has a formal advantage over a possible
alternative: only one (small!) parameter(R�1

�
) is explicitly present in Equation (1). This fact

will make the perturbation analysis elegant and relatively simple.
Each theory concerned with turbulent flows, no matter whether it is based on an eddy

viscosity model or on incomplete turbulence equations, must rely upon some measurements.
One of the first formulas for the mixing length that covers the most part of the pipe around its
axis for very high values of the Reynolds number is due to Prandtl (Nikuradse, [6]), and has the
form of a fourth-order polynomial. Since the theory presented in this paper is a second-order
one, which means that our objective is to cover also the domain of moderately high Reynolds
numbers, we will take into account the dependence of the mixing length on Reynolds number,
which is clear from Nikuradse’s measurements [7, p. 357]. The formula used here reads:

lout(y) = a(R�) + b(R�)(1� y)2 + c(R�)(1� y)4; (2)
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and, while we can readily express the coefficientsb(R�) andc(R�) via a(R�) by employing
the conditions:l(0) = 0 andl0(0) = �, where� is von Karman universal constant, to get:

b = 1
2�� 2a; c = a� 1

2�;

the coefficienta(R�) which is obviously the value of the mixing length at the axis of the pipe,
is first supposed to be expandable as an asymptotic series:

a(R�) = a0 +
a1

R�
+O(R�2

�
);

and, subseqently, we determinea0 anda1 by fitting to three available experimental data [7,
p. 357]. To that end we use the least-squares method to get:a0 = 0�14; a1 = 3�25. For our
purpose it is necessary to write (2) in the following form

lout(y) = �y[1+ �(R�)y + �(R�)y
2 + (R�)y

3]; (3)

where�; � and can be easily expressed viaa, and expanded into an asymptotic series of the
same form as that fora. For example:

� = �0 +
�1

R�
+O(R�2

�
);

where:�0 =
4a0

�
� 5

2
; �1 =

4a1

�
, etc. However, Laufer’s [8] precise measurements of the

turbulence structure in the proximity of the wall pointed to the need to modify (2) and (3)
in order to cover the whole cross section of the pipe. Such a modification was performed by
Van Driest [9] in the form of a damping factorD = 1� exp(�y�=A), wherey� = R�y is
an inner variable, andA = 26 is another universal constant, so that finally the expression
for the mixing length that covers the whole cross section of the pipe, used in this paper,
reads:

l(y) = lout(y)D(y�): (4)

It is interesting to note that if this is written in the inner variable, it becomes (h.o.t. stands for
terms of higher order):

l� = R�l = �y�

�
1+ �0

y�

R�
+ h:o:t

�
D(y�);

and differs from Van Driest’s [9] original expression:l� = �y�D(y�) which he used to fit
the value ofA to Laufer’s experiments. Perhaps the inclusion of some higher-order
terms in l�would lead to another value forA, but we did not explore this matter in what
follows.

Equation (1) is solvable inf so that the velocity field, subject to the no-slip boundary
condition on the wall, can be written in the form of the integral:

f(y) =

Z y

0

2R�(1� y)dy

1+
q

1+ 4R2
�
l2(y)(1� y)

: (5)
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Also, the volume flow rate, and consequently the mean (average !) velocityum which is related
to the friction coefficient� as:um=u� = 2

p
2=
p
�, can be presented in the form:

um

u�
=

2
p

2p
�

= 2
Z 1

0
f(y)(1� y)dy:

Integrating by parts the last integral and writing
R
(1� y)dy as�(1� y)2=2, we can easily

get:

um

u�
=

2
p

2p
�

=

Z 1

0

2R�(1� y)3 dy

1+
q

1+ 4R2
�
l2(y)(1� y)

: (6)

Obviously, the friction law for fully developed turbulent flow in a pipe can be evaluated
fully independently of the velocity field. This holds also for laminar flow. Namely, we can
easily verify that (6), withl = 0 leads to the well-known formula:� = 64=Re, where Re is
the Reynolds number based on the mean velocity and the diameter of the pipe. In order to
demonstrate this feature of the friction law in pipes, we will in what follows perform first an
asymptotic evaluation of (6) for high values ofR�. In order to be able to do that, we have
to make a statement first, which is common to both integral (5) and integral (6): they do not
converge uniformly asR� ! 1 near both the wall:y = 0, and the centerline:y = 1, so
that special attention has to be given to these two regions in their evaluation. If we wish to
expand the integrand in (5) and (6) into an asymptotic series for high values ofR� neary = 0
andy = 1, we have to introduce first an inner variabley� = R�y, and an outermost variable
� = R2

�
(1� y), respectively, their form being clearly inferred from the form of the term:

4R2
�
l2(y)(1� y). Obviously, the thicknesses of these two regions (inner and outermost layer)

areO(R�1
�
) andO(R�2

�
), respectively.

3. Friction law

We showed already that for the asymptotic evaluation of integral (6) it is necessary to divide
the cross section of the pipe into three layers: inner, outer and outermost, or axis layer. Of
course, the boundaries between them are not fixed, and there are some overlap regions. Let�

and� be the thicknesses of the overlap regions between inner and outer, and between outer
and outermost layer, respectively. Then:

1
R�
� � � 1� 1

R2
�

;
1
R2
�

� �� 1� 1
R�

;

and we may write (6) as:

2
p

2p
�

= I0 + I� + I1��;

where: I0 =
R �

0 : : : ; I� =
R 1��
� : : : ; I1�� =

R 1
1�� : : :.

In principle we evaluate these integrals by expanding the integral into an asymptotic series
for high values ofR� and integrating these term by term. However, in I0 and I1�� the variables
y� and�, respectively, have to be introduced first. In addition, it is necessary to expand the
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mixing length (4) as a series of the corresponding form, too. In Appendix 1 we will give the
details of the evaluation of I0. The evaluation of I0 and I1�� proceeds quite similarly. First,
two terms of the series for each of these are as follows:

I0 =
1
�

log(R��) +B0 +
1

2�2

1
R��

+O((R��)
�2) +

1
R�

�
�2�0 + 5

2�
(R��)

+
�0 + 1
�2 log(R��) +B1 +O((R��)

�1)

�
+ h:o:t

I� = �1
�

log� +W0 +
2�0 + 5

2�
� +O(�2)� 2

7a0
�

7
2 +O(�

11
2 ) +

1
R�

�
� 1

2�2

1
�

� �0 + 1
�2 log� +W1 +O(�) +

1
6a2

0
�3 +

2a1

7a2
0
�

7
2 +O(�5)

)
+ h:o:t

I1�� =
1
R7
�

(
2

7a0
(R2

�
�)

7
2 � 1

6a2
0
(R2

�
�)3 +O((R2

�
�)1=2)

)

� 1
R8
�

(
2a1

7a2
0
(R2

�
�)

7
2 +O((R2

�
�)3)

)
+ h:o:t

where:

B0 =

Z 1

0

2 dy�
1+ S(y�)

+

Z
1

1

�
2

1+ S(y�)
� 1
�y�

�
dy�; S =

q
1+ 4l(0)2�

B1 =
2�0 + 5

2�
�
Z 1

0

2
1+ S(y�)

"
3y� +

2l(0)� (2l(1)� � y�l
(0)
� )

S(y�)(1+ S(y�))

#
dy�

�
Z
1

1

(
2

1+ S(y�)

"
3y� +

2l(0)� (2l(1)� � y�l
(0)
� )

S(y�)(1+ S(y�))

#
� 2�0 + 5

2�
+
�0 + 1
�2y�

)
dy�;

W0 =

Z 1

0

"
(1� y)5=2

l0(y)
� 1
�y

#
dy;

W1 =
1

2�2 �
Z 1

0

"
1+ 2l1(1� y)1=2

2l20
(1� y)2� 1

2�2y2 +
�0 + 1
�2y

#
dy

l0 = �y(1+ �0y + �0y
2 + 0y

3); l1 = �y2(�1 + �1y + 1y
2):

If the integrals are summed, all the terms containing� and� cancel, as expected, and we are
left with the following first two approximations for the friction law:

2
p

2p
�

=
1
�

logR� +B0 +W0 +
1
R�

�
�0 + 1
�2 logR� +B1 +W1

�
+O

�
logR�
R2
�

�
: (7)

In relating the values of� obtained from this for relatively high turbulent Reynolds num-
bers to the corresponding Nikuradse’s experiments [6], we found that the best agreement was
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Figure 1. Friction law, – – – first-order solution,
——— second-order solution, and comparison with
Nikuradse’s [6] and Patel and Head’s [10] experiments
using Blasius’s empirical formula.

Figure 2. Outer solution – wake functionsw0(y) and
w1(y), together with their behaviors fory ! 0.

achieved for� = 0�4. The values of the constantsB0;W0; B1 andW1 for � = 0�4 are found
numerically to be:B0 = 5�215;W0 = �3�310; B1 = �161�81 andW1 = �22�51 and in
Figure 1,� andR� are plotted versus Re. Dotted and full line represent the first-order and
second-order solutions, respectively. In Figure 1 are also plotted experimental data for�

obtained in [6] and [10]. The latter authors fully confirmed the validity of Blasius’s empirical
formula:� = 0�316/Re0�25 for Reynolds numbers up to 10,000.

The convergence of the series (7) is excellent for high Reynolds numbers, because the
first-order and second-order solutions practically overlap, say for Re > 30,000, and fully agree
with Nikuradse’s experiments. The convergence is fairly poor for Re < 10,000. Experimental
values are located between the first-order and the second-order solution for all Reynolds
numbers.

4. Velocity field

Obviously, the velocity field in various regions of the flow can be found very similarly to
the fiction law,i.e. by asymptotic evaluation of (5). However, we prefer to follow here the
more conventional way of solving differential equation (1). Its asymptotic solution for high
turbulent Reynolds numbers will justify the need for taking into consideration the axis layer,
as will be shown in what follows.

We will assume that the solution of (1) has the form:

f =
1X
i=0

fi(y;R�)R
�i
�
: (8)

Note that we allow intermediate, say logarithmic terms to appear in this series, in contrast to
all preceding authors (cf. [1], [2], [4] and [5]). This will enable us to perform a direct matching
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of inner and outer layer, without inserting an intermediate layer in between. If we also expand
the mixing length (4) into the series:

l =
1X
i=0

li(y)R
�i
�
;

we will obtain from (1) a system of simple differential equations for the coefficientsfi that
can be solved be quadrature. The solutions for the first two are:

f0 = K0�
Z 1

y

p
1� y

l0(y)
dy; f1 = K1 +

Z 1

y

1+ 2l1(y)
p

1� y

2l20(y)
dy;

whereK0 andK1 are some constants of integration. Bothf0 andf1 are singular at the wall:
y = 0, so that the no-slip boundary condition cannot be satisfied there. The singularity off0

is logarithmic, and that off1 algebraic, and we make them explicit by writingf0 andf1 as
(for details of the derivation see Appendix 2):

f0 =
1
�

logy + w0(y) +K 0

0; f1 =
1

2�2y
+
�0

�2 logy + w1(y) +K 0

1; (9)

wherew0(y) andw1(y) are well-defined wake functions:

w0 =

Z y

0

"p
1� y

l0(y)
� 1
�y

#
dy; w1 = �

Z y

0

"
1+ 2l1(y)

p
1� y

2l20(y)
� 1

2k2y2 +
�0

k2y

#
dy;

andK 0

0 andK 0

1 are some other constants which are related toK0 andK1 by:

K 0

0 = K0� w0(1); K 0

1 = K1�
1

2�2 � w1(1);

respectively. Wake functions were evaluated for� = 0�4 and plotted in Figure 2.
While f0 satisfies the symmetry condition at the centerline(f 00(1) = 0); f1 does not,

because:f 01(1) = �1=2a2
0! We explored this feature of the solution (8) in some more detail

and found the behaviour neary = 1 of the first five terms in (8). They are:

f0 � K0�
2

3a0
(1� y)3=2 +O((1� y)7=2)

f1 � K1 +
1

2a2
0
(1� y) +

2a1

3a2
0
(1� y)3=2 +O((1� y)3)

f2 � K2�
1

4a3
0
(1� y)1=2� a1

a3
0
(1� y) +O((1� y)3=2) (10)

f3 � K3 +
3a1

4a2
0
(1� y)1=2 +O((1� y))

f4 � �
1

64a5
0

(1� y)�1=2 +K4 +O((1� y)1=2):
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Thus,f4 even develops a singularity at the axis of the pipe! Singular behaviour of the solution
(8) at both the wall and the axis of the pipe implies that an inner and an axis layer have to
be included in this analysis and asymptotically matched with (8). For that purpose we will
expand (9) near the wally ! 0:

f0 �
1
�

logy +K 0

0�
1+ 2�0

2�
y +O(y2);

f1 �
1

2�2y
+
�0

�2 logy +K 0

1 +O(y):

(11)

4.1. WALL LAYER

To study the velocity field in the proximity of the wall, we will introduce the inner variable
y� = R�y, write f(y) = g(y�) and obtain from (1) the following equation forg:

l2
�
g02 + g0 = 1� y�

R�
; g(0) = 0: (12)

Next, we expandl� andg in the following manner:

l� =
1X
i=0

l
(i)
� (y�)R

�i
�
; g =

1X
i=0

gi(y�)R
�i
�
:

(cf. Appendix 1 for the values ofl(0)� andl(1)� ), and routinely obtain from (12) the first two
approximations forg:

g0 =

Z y�

0

2 dy�
1+ S(y�)

; g1 = �
Z y�

0

y�

S(y�)

�
1� 2�0

1� S(y�)

1+ S(y�)

�
dy�; (13)

where:S =

q
1+ 4l(0)2� (y�). In order to match the obtained inner solution to the outer one,

it is necessary to expand (13) fory� !1. In a way outlined in Appendix 1 we get:

g0 �
1
�

logy� + b0 +
1

2�2y�
+O(y�2

�
)

g1 � �
1+ 2�0

2�
y� +

�0

�2 logy� + b1 +O(y�1
�
);

(14)

whereb0 = B0 = 5�125, and:

b1 =
1+ 2�0

2�
+ g1(1)�

Z
1

1

�
y�

S(y�)

�
1� 2�0

1� S(y�)

1+ S(y�)

�

� 1+ 2�0

2�
+

�0

�2y�

�
dy� = 1�797; for � = 0�4:

The principle of asymptotic matching, as defined by Van Dyke [11, p. 90], now requires that:�
g0(y�) +

1
R�

g1(y�)

�
y�!1

; written in outer variabley

=

�
f0(y;R�) +

1
R�

f1(y;R�)
�
y!0

;
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yielding the following values for the constants of integrationK 0

0 andK 0

1.

K 0

0 =
1
�

logR� + b0; K 0

1 =
�0

�2 logR� + b1;

so that the outer solution (9) can now be completed:

f0 =
1
�

log(R�y) + w0(y) + b0; f1 =
1

2�2y
+
�0

�2 log(R�y) + w1(y) + b1: (15)

Thus inclusion of intermediate logarithmic terms in the expansion (8) enables the direct
matching between the inner- and the outer-layer solutions.

Until now much effort has been given in the literature to modeling the velocity field in the
outer layer of turbulent flows. The general formulas used are identical in form tof0, whereby
the wake functionw0(y) was first introduced by Cole [12]. In this paper, relying exclusively
upon the asymptotic theory of Equation (1), we are able, not only to confirm the validity of the
form of these formulas, but also to derive closed-form analytic expressions for the constantb0

and for the wake functionw0(y). Also, since our theory is of the second order, we are able to
derive the corresponding closed-form analytic expressions for all the terms in the second-order
solution for the velocity fieldf1.

In concluding this section we will plot the graphs ofg0(y�) andg1(y�) (13), together with
their asymptotic behaviors (14) in Figures 3a and 3b.

4.2. AXIS LAYER

Since the second-order solution for the velocity field in the outer layer does not satisfy the
symmetry condition at the centerline and higher-order terms even develop singularities there,
as revealed by (10), the necessity to introduce into the analysis an axis layer is clearly evident,
and inferred even earlier, in the derivation of the friction law. If we introduce the outermost
variable� = R2

�
(1� y) and writef(y) = h(�), we get from (1):

R6
�
l2ah

02�R3
�
h0 = �; h0(0) = 0; (16)

where we obtainedla = l(�) from (4) and (2) by introducing there the variable� which can
be expanded in the following asymptotic series:

la =
1X
i=0

l(i)a (�)R�i
�
;

with: l(0)a = a0; l
(1)
a = a1, etc. If the solution of (16) is sought in the form:

h =
1X
i=0

hi(�;R�)R�i
�
; (17)

we routinely get from (16) for the first five terms:hi = Ci; i = 0;1;2,

h3 =
1

2a2
0
� � 1

12a4
0
[N3(�) � 1] + C3:

h4 = �
a1

a3
0
� +

a1

4a5
0

[N(�) � 1] +
a1

12a5
0

[N3(�)� 1] + C4;

(18)
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Figure 3. Inner solutionsg0(y�) andg1(y�), together with their behaviors fory !1.

whereN =
q

1+ 4a2
0�, andCi; i = 0;1;2;3;4 are constants of integration to be determined

from the matching of this solution to the outer one. In order to perform the matching, it is
necessary first to find the behavior of (18) for� !1. It reads:

h3 � �
2

3a0
�3=2 +

1
2a2

0
� � 1

4a3
0
�1=2 + C3 +

1
12a4

0
+O(��1=2)

h4 �
2a1

3a2
0
�3=2� a1

a3
0
� +

3a1

4a4
0
�1=2 +C4�

a1

3a5
0

+O(��1=2):

The matching proceeds exactly in the same way as in the preceding section,i.e.by requiring
that up to the 5th order

4X
i=0

fi(y;R�)R�i
�

�����
y!1

; written in variable� =
4X

i=0

hi(�;R�)R�i
�

�����
�!1

;

yielding the following values for the missing constants of integration:

Ci = Ki; i = 0;1;2; C3 = K3�
1

12a4
0
; C4 = K4 +

a1

3a5
0

: (19)
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Figure 4. Velocity profile – uniform solution for Re=
4430 and its comparison with Patel and Head’s [10]
experiments.

Figure 5. Velocity profile – uniform solution for Rc =
50;000 and Rc = 500;000, and their comparison with
Laufer’s [8] measurements.

Since our theory is actually a second-order one, we do need the values ofC0 andC1 only.
However, we have developed some more terms in the axis layer, and have matched them to
the outer-layer solution in order to prove that the matching procedure works.

Having matched the solutions in three characteristic layers that appear in a fully developed
turbulent flow in smooth pipes, we may say that our analysis is practically complete. What is
left for us to do is to formulate a uniform solution that covers the whole cross section of the
pipe. According to rules widely accepted in the literature [13, p. 430] a second-order uniform
solution reads:

funif = f0 +
1
R�

f1 + g0 +
1
R�

g1 + h0 +
1
R�

h1

�
�
g0 +

1
R�

g1

�
y�!1

�
�
h0 +

1
R�

h1

�
�!1

;

and can be written in the form:

funif = w0(y) + g0(y�) +
1
R�

�
w1(y) + g1(y�) +

1+ 2�0

2�
y�

�
; (20)

if (15), (13), (17), (14) and (19) are used. Note that at that order the axis-layer solution does
not contribute tofunif . In Figure 4 and Figure 5 we compare our uniform solution (20) to some
of the experiments by Patel and Head [10] for Re= 4430, and by Laufer [8] for Rc = 50;000
and Rc = 500;000, respectively, where Rc is the Reynolds number defined by the center-
line velocityuc. To do this, we take� = 0�4 and evaluate the corresponding values of the
turbulent Reynolds numberR� from the friction law (7) for Patel and Head’s experiments,
and from (20) by puttingy = 1 for Laufer’s experiments. We get:R� = 164; R� = 1073
andR� = 8728, respectively. The agreement is very good, because the deviation does not
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Figure 6. The dependence of the velocity defect law on the turbulent Reynolds number.

exceed 2�6%. In contrast to our expectations the agreement for Rc = 50;000 is not better
than that for Re= 4430, and also, while our calculations underestimate the experiments for
Re = 4430, they overestimate them for Rc = 50;000. We cannot find a rational explana-
tion for such a switch-over. For Rc = 500;000 the agreement with Laufer’s experiments is
excellent. Finally, combining (7) and (20), we can obtain what is usually referred to in the
literature as the velocity defect law:

uc � um

u�
= 4�069� 1

R�
(6�25 logR� � 93�47);

and we plot it in Figure 6. ForR� ! 1 the value of 4�069 is in excellent agreement with
Nikuradse’s experiments, who obtained 4�07, as quoted in [14, p. 565].

5. Conclusions

We have demonstrated in this paper how the method of matched asymptotic expansions can
successfully be used for treating fully developed turbulent flow in smooth pipes. Here we
relied upon the concept of Prandtl’s mixing-length hypothesis and, in our opinion, have made
the following contributions in comparison with the existing literature.

(a) We have taken into account the dependenceof the mixing length on the turbulent Reynolds
number.

(b) We have derived the friction law, which actually relates the Reynolds number to the turbu-
lent Reynolds number, completely independently of the velocity field, by asymptotically
evaluating an integral.

(c) In evaluating the velocity field, we have shown that within a higher-order theory it is
necessary to introduce an axis layer in addition to the classical ones, inner and outer, in
order to satisfy the symmetry condition at the centerline, and also that a direct matching
between the solutions describing the flow in an inner and an outer layer, without inserting
an intermediate one between them, is possible, provided that the appearance of logarithmic
terms in the outer expansion is allowed.

The results obtained, for both friction law and velocity field, are in excellent agreement
with experiments for relatively high Reynolds numbers, but also in very good agreement
with them for the lowest possible Reynolds numbers that still allow the existence of fully
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developed turbulent flow. Closed-form analytic expressions for some constants and for the
wake functions appearing in both the friction law and the velocity field, and their numerical
values stated in the paper, enable a relatively easy calculation of all governing parameters.

Appendix 1

Introducing the inner variabley� into I0 we get:

I0 =

Z R��

0

2(1� y�=R�)
3 dy

1+
q

1+ 4l2
�
(y�)(1� y�=R�)

:

Next, we expandl� in the series:

l� = l
(0)
� +

1
R�

l
(1)
� +O(R�2

�
);

with: l(0)� = �y�D(y�) andl(1)� = ��0y
2
�
D(y�) Subsequently, we expand the integrand too,

and obtain:

I = I(0)0 +
1
R�

I(1)0 +O(R�2
�
);

where:

I(00 =

Z R��

0

2 dy�
1+ S(y�)

; S(y�) =

q
1+ 4l(0)2� ;

I(1)0 = �
Z R��

0

2
1+ S(y�)

(
3y� +

2l(0)� (2l(1)� � y�l
(0)
� )

S(y�)[1+ S(y�)]

)
dy�:

SinceR�� � 1 and

2
1+ S(y�)

� 1
�y�

�
1� 1

2�y�
+O(y�2

�
)

�
; y� !1;

we further perform the integration in I(0)
0 in the following way:

I(0)0 =

Z 1

0

2 dy�
1+ S(y�)

+

Z R��

1

�
2

1+ S(y�)
� 1
�y�

�
dy� +

1
�

log(R��)

=
1
�

log(R��) +
Z 1

0

2 dy�
1+ S(y�)

+

Z
1

1

�
2

1+ S(y�)
� 1
�y�

�
dy�

+
1

2�2

Z
1

R��

�
1
y2
�

+O(y�3
�
)

�
dy�

=
1
�

log(R��) +B0 +
1

2�2

1
R��

+O((R��)
�2);
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where:B0 =

Z 1

0

2 dy�
1+ S(y�)

+

Z
1

1

�
2

1+ S(y�)
� 1
�y�

�
dy�:

In the same way we are able to show that:

I(1)0 = �2�0 + 5
2�

(R��) +
�0 + 1
�2 log(R��) +B1 +O((R��)

�1);

with B1 given in the main text.

Appendix 2

We first find the behavior of the integrand inf0 for y� ! 0:
p

1� y

l0(y)
� 1

�y

�
1� 2�0 + 1

2
y +O(y2)

�
;

and then write:

f0 = K0�
Z 1

y

"p
1� y

l0(y)
� 1
�y

#
dy +

1
�

logy

=
1
�

logy +K0�
Z 1

0

"p
1� y

l0(y)
� 1
�y

#
dy +

Z y

0

"p
1� y

l0(y)
� 1
�y

#
dy

=
1
�

logy + w0(y) +K0� w0(1):

In the same way we can developf1 by using the following expansion for its integrand:

1+ 2l1(y)
p

1� y

2l20(y)
� 1

2�2y2 [1� 2�0y +O(y2)]; y ! 0:
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